
A dynamic approach
to actor training in
New Zealand

 

“Simply life changing. The Actors’ Program
has challenged me, inspired me and helped
me improve as an actor every single day!
The best year of my life.”
THE ACTORS’ PROGRAM ACTOR 

“Every week is a new adventure! The Tutors
are inspiring and teach with commitment,
passion and empathy, while challenging us 
to be fearless and authentic.”
THE ACTORS’ PROGRAM ACTOR

When
Thirty-eight weeks of study divided into four terms in a calendar year. 

CLASSES WILL BE HELD
Monday - Thursday
8:30am - 4.30pm

www.theactorsprogram.co.nz
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Who
PATRONS
Sam Neill
Ian Mune

ARTISTIC BOARD
Sara Wiseman
Michele Hine
Jennifer Ward-Lealand
Michael Hurst
John Callen
Cameron Rhodes

How

FIRST ROUND AUDITIONS

CLASSES START
Monday 29 January 2018 

Performances may take place outside of these hours 

Complete an application form on our website (online or download). 
Applications close on 29 September 2017. Please note that applicants must 
be at least 19 years of age at 30 January 2018.

Friday 06 October - Auckland 
Saturday 07 October - Auckland  
Friday 13 October - Auckland 
Saturday 14 October - Auckland and Wellington

CALLBACK AUDITIONS
Saturday 04 November - Auckland 



New Zealand’s aspiring actors are being offered a foot in the 
door of their chosen profession by some of the nation’s 
leading performers and teachers.   

Our course is unique in its approach to actor training in NZ.

In 2012 the curtain went up on a new, independent and privately run acting 
course. Respected professionals Sara Wiseman, Michele Hine, Jennifer 
Ward-Lealand, Michael Hurst, Cameron Rhodes and John Callen lead a 
rigorous, practice-based year-long course aimed at developing and 
deepening skills specifically for stage and screen.

The success of our first six years is evident in our alumni success. Our 
graduates have gone on to perform with ATC, Court, Fortune and Basement 
Theatres, on TV shows such as Shortland St, Brokenwood Mysteries, 
Shannara, Ash vs Evil Dead, Auckward Love, Filthy Rich, Dirty Laundry, 
800 Words, Power Rangers, American Playboy and Monkey, and in Sunday 
Theatre Films such as Why Does Love and Kiwi.

Classes

MOVEMENT Whether on stage or screen an actor’s body must be 
 relaxed, co-ordinated, expressive and fully connected to the vocal, 

emotional and intellectual truth of his or her character. Classes include 
combat, muscle and bone, yoga, dance and character techniques.

 •  A maximum of 16 actors selected each year.

 

•  Minimum age of 19 years, no maximum age.

 

  • 
 
Classes run four days a week over one intensive 38 week year.

 

 

Tutors

Our tutors are leading theatre and screen professionals currently working 

 
in the industry including:

Alexander Holloway
Alexandra Whitham
Andrea Kelland
Antonia Prebble
Benjamin Henson
Cameron Rhodes
Cherie Moore
Deb Filler
Emmett Skilton
Fiona Samuel
Gavin Strawhan
Ian Hughes
Jacque Drew

Jennifer Ward-Lealand
Jeremy Birchall
Jim McLarty
John Callen
Julia Croft
Kacie Stetson
Kirstie O'Sullivan
Lara Macgregor
Matt Dwyer
Michael Hurst
Michele Hine
Mike Dwyer
Miranda Harcourt

Paolo Rotondo
Peter Feeney
Rachel Lang
Raymond Hawthorne
Robin Kelly
Sara Wiseman
Shane Bosher
Simon Bennett
Stu Turner
Sylvia Rands
Taane Mete
Vicky Yiannoutsos
William Wallace

ACTING TECHNIQUE  Actors need to be authentic, emotionally connected,  
energised, expressive and engaging. This program trains our graduates to 
employ a range of practical tools and techniques to shape, fulfil and 
sustain a stage or screen performance. This work on craft, script analysis, 
connection, character, creativity, improv and organic truth culminates in 
master-class weeks with respected stage and screen directors. 

PERFORMANCE  The primary focus of the program is Performance. 

 

Regular film and theatre outcomes include: in-class performance, audition 
classes with casting directors, practical experience in a TV studio, a week 
long location shoot using a professional writer, director and crew to 
produce industry level show reel material, and a showcase season in a 
professional theatre.

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS Professional actors are independent contractors 
who need to be able to manage their careers in a competitive environment. 
Classes will cover the protocol and etiquette for theatre, film and television; 
the business skills required to create and produce work; the tools and 
opportunities to create performance work. 

Program Overview

  • 
 
All tutors & directors are current industry professionals.

 

  • 

 

The program runs on site classes in theatres,  film/tv sets, voice 
studios and on location.

 
  • 

 

The Actors’ Program has a strong, unique and direct connection 
to the stage and screen industry.

 
 

 

• 
 
Actors are taught how to create and produce their own work for 
stage and screen.

  
 
 • 

 
No grades, no essays, just craft.

 

VOICE The actor must have a physical, technical and creative 
understanding of his or her own voice. A connected, expressive, authentic 
voice is vital for sustaining a career as an actor on stage and screen. 
Training includes core breath work, vocal technique, singing, accent 
work, voice-over and radio taught on-site and in studios by professionals.


